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Policy: 
 
Residency, Course Requirements, and Time Limits 

 
Residency Requirement for the Master’s and Graduate Diploma Degree: 

 
The aim of the residency requirement is to ensure that each student spend a 
period of time in contact with faculty members and other students.  Except in the 
case of executive master’s programs, Master’s and Graduate Diploma students 
must register for a minimum of three semesters.   The three-semester minimum 
includes approved off-campus residencies and internships, but does not include 
leaves of absence. 

 
Courses in Master’s and Diploma Programs: 

 
The following rules apply to the minimum course work requirement: 

 
•  One half of the minimum course work of the applicable program, not 

including the written thesis or thesis project/exhibition (where 
applicable), must be taken at this university. 

•  None  of  the  university minimum  may  be  courses  taken  in  order  
to  qualify  for admission. 

 
A Master’s or Graduate Diploma student may apply to take one or more 
courses at another university for credit towards a degree at OCAD University 
under the following conditions: 
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a. Such applications shall be made at least two months before the 
course/courses start and shall be approved by the student's Supervisory 
Committee and Graduate Program Committee, and be sent to the 
Associate Vice-President, Research, and Dean, Graduate Studies for final 
approval. 

b. While taking a course/courses at another university under these 
provisions, the student shall maintain normal registration at OCAD U. 

 
A graduate student may apply to have credit for graduate courses taken 
prior to admission applied to the requirements for the degree, under the following 
conditions: 
 

a. Courses must have been taken within five years of starting the OCAD 
University program. 

b. Courses may not have been used to earn another credential and may not 
have been taken as part of a qualifying year. 

c. Application for transfer credit must be made at the time of application for 
admission, and must be approved by the Graduate Program Committee 
and the Associate Vice- President, Research, and Dean, Graduate 
Studies. 
  

Non-OCAD University Courses and Research – Student Mobility 
Opportunities: 

 
Only approved non-OCAD U residencies, internships, placements, or specialized 
courses taken on Letter of Permission (LoP) or as part of Ontario Visiting 
Graduate Student Agreement (OVGS), the Canadian University Graduate 
Transfer Agreement (CUGTA) or the Canadian Graduate Student Research 
Mobility Agreement (CGSRMA) may serve as or substitute for elements of a 
graduate program. 

 
Time Limits for Degree Completion: 

 
Except in the case of executive master’s programs, full-time Master’s students 
should normally complete their program within five semesters.   Once students 
have completed all course requirements, except for the written thesis and/or the 
culminating project/exhibition or Major Research Paper/Project, their Master’s 
candidacy shall continue for a maximum of an additional two full academic years 
(maximum total time of eleven semesters). At the expiration of the two- year 
period, candidacy status shall lapse. Once candidacy has lapsed, the student 
may resume work towards a graduate degree at OCAD U only if approved by the 
Senate Graduate Studies Committee and subject to the payment of any 
additional fees required for reinstatement of candidacy. 

 
Part-time students should normally complete their program within fourteen 
semesters. The normal or minimum time to completion is established at the 
program level and published in the Graduate Student Handbook. 

 
When students switch their status from part-time to full-time or from full-time to 
part-time (cf. Graduate Studies General Policies 6003), the effect on the time 



3  

for completion requirement will be determined in consultation with the Graduate 
Program Director, and an agreement in writing shall be part of the student 
record. 


